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Asoka forcibly conquered was Kalinga or Orissa. Asoka's
empire, however, extended over almost the whole of India.
This enlargement may be explained by the voluntary adhe-
sion of the smaller republics south of Hyderabad to the loose
federal empire of Asoka.

The village republic was the natural unit for an agricul-
tural economy. The fact that India is to this day predo-
minantly agricultural explains why, in spite of the rise and
fall of dynasties, she has kept her tradition of village auto-
nomy almost intact. Agricultural communities can be
self-contained and represent perhaps the only instances of
autarky in actual operation. The village communities of
India were therefore independent and have retained to this
day a large degree of their independence. Village autonomy
constitutes one of the continuing and stable features of the
social life of India.

Though Indian economy has remained dominantly
agricultural, it could not remain solely agricultural for
long. Soon trade and commerce developed and led to a
division of labour which finally ossified into the institution
of caste. The growth of trade and commerce brought with
it a necessary expansion in the unit of economic life. The
incorporation of village republics into kingdoms and empires
was the political expression of this change. "With the increase
in the size of the political unit, the functions of government
became more and more complex. This led to increasing
centralisation in the interest of uniformity and better
administration. The distinction between local and central
government increased. Many of the powers and duties
of administration passed out of the control of the village
communes. Nevertheless, agriculture remained the dominant
industry of the country and to this day the tradition oi
village self-rule has persisted. To this day the village
Panchayat is not only the local executive and judiciary
but also exercises considerable legislative powers with oi
without the sanction of the State, In fact, the Panchayats